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Before: Front Yard 

 
Existing conditions:  
Lots of lawn and 
impervious paving. 



Before: Front Yard 

 



Before: Front Yard 

Design goals:  
 
• Add Permeable 

paving walkway 
and patio to front 
door 
 

• Provide one 
permeable paving 
off street parking 
place 
 

• Add low water use 
regionally adapted 
plants to create 
privacy from 
street. 
 

• **note mulch to 
kill old lawn and 
bermuda grass 
 

 



After: Front yard 

• Lawn removed 
 

• Permeable paving: 
slate step stones 
with groundcover 
in joints between 
stones 
 

• Drought tolerant, 
Ca. native and 
Plants from 
Mediterranean 
type climates: 
Mediterranean 
Europe, South 
Africa, Australia 
and New Zealand. 

 
• Diversity of 

planting for habitat 
value. 



After: Front yard 

 
• Garden Urn 

Fountain 
recirculates water 
from underground 
basin. Water 
source for birds 
and butterflies. Tall 
enough so not 
bothered by 
raccoons. 



After: Front yard 

• Lawn removed and 
replaced with 
permeable slate 
and gravel patio 
and walkway 
 

• Drought tolerant 
and regionally 
adapted plant 
palette 
 

• Diversity of plant 
types. 

• CA natives 

• succulents 



After: Front yard 

• Permeable paving 



After: Front yard 

• Screening from 
street with 
regionally 
appropriate 
drought tolerant 
plants spaced for 
future growth. 



Before: Front Yard 

Design Goals: 
  
• Remove 

impervious asphalt 
driveway that 
circled entire 
property and 
replace with 
pervious garden 
areas! 



Before: Front Yard 

Design Goals: 
  
• Provide separation 

and privacy to 
backyard with low 
water use, 
regionally adapted 
plants. 



After: Front yard 

• Asphalt removed 
and replaced with 
planting areas, 
and pervious 
paving paths 
 

• Separation 
between front and 
back yard provided 
by fence and 
layered plantings. 



Before: Back Yard 

Design goals: 
 
• Camouflage 

existing fence. 
 

• Remove weeds 
and Ivy 
 

• Screen view to 
parking lot with 
low water use 
plants 
 

• Provide patio for 
outdoor 
entertaining 
 

 



After: Back Yard 

• Permeable stone 
and gravel patio. 
 

• Plants spaced for 
future growth. 
 

• Plants as screen 
and habitat. 



Before: Back Yard 

Design Goals: 
  
• Provide visual 

screen/privacy for 
neighboring 
apartment 
complex. 
 

• Remove 
weeds/asphalt and 
compacted soil 



Before: Back Yard 

Design Goals: 
  
• Provide visual 

screen/privacy for 
neighboring 
apartment 
complex. 

 
• Remove asphalt 

driveway to 
increase planting 
areas and 
percolation of 
rainwater into soil 
in the garden.  

 



After: Back Yard 

• Permeable stone 
and gravel patio 
and paths. 
 

• Appropriate Plants 
spaced for future 
growth. 
 

• Plants as screen 
and habitat. 

 



Before: Back Yard 

Design goals: 
 
• Camouflage 

existing fence with 
low water use 
regionally 
appropriate plants. 

 
 



After: Back Yard 

• Permeable stone 
and gravel patio and 
paths 
 

• Appropriate Plants 
spaced for future 
growth 
 

• Plants as screen 
 

• Primarily drought 
tolerant plant 
palette, high water 
use plants ie: 
Japanese Maples, 
Roses and fruit trees 
get supplemental 
water from 
greywater in 
laundry to 
landscape system. 

 



Before: Back Yard 

Design goals: 
 
Preserve existing 
roses. 
 
Add patio for outdoor 
entertaining.  
 
Add pathways for 
travel around house. 



After: Back Yard 



After: Back Yard 



How did we do it? We broke the work 
into smaller chunks. 

Three phases over 
5 years. 
 
Phase One: 15 
gallon screen 
shrubs along west 
and south property 
fences to provide 
privacy. 
 
Phase Two: Front 
yard 
 
Phase Three: Back 
Yard 
 



Design Process: Gathered inspirational 
images and made sketches, surveyed 
existing conditions on site. 

Site Inventory and 
Analysis: 
 
• Climate/micro-climate  
• Slope and drainage 
• Existing plants and 

trees  
• Utilities (USA) 
• Views (good and bad) 
• Soil and drainage, 

(self test and Perry 
Soil lab) 

• sun exposure around 
property 

• Animals: gopher, deer, 
raccoons, dogs 

• Sensitive habitats: 
riparian areas, ponds, 
native oaks 

• Existing hardscape: 
Paths, patios, other 
structures 

• Cultural context:  busy 
neighborhood, rural 

 



Implementation: We created a landscape 
plan and decided what we could build 
ourselves and what we needed help with. 

A Scaled Plan on 
paper/computer helps 
you: 
 
• Visualize quickly 

the size and layout 
of the spaces. 
 

• Calculate amount 
of materials 
needed. 
 

• Stick to your goals 
 

• Conveys ideas 
clearly to a 
contractor if you 
use one. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Front Yard Installation: the paths, 
patio, lighting, irrigation stub-outs 

Kurt Christiansen, 
Landscape Contractor 
was selected to install 
the hardscape. 



Front Yard Installation: the paths, 
patio, lighting, irrigation stub-outs 

Kurt Christiansen, 
Landscape Contractor 



Front Yard Installation: Removing the 
Lawn and Soil Amending 

Lawn Removal: Water 
to the lawn was shut 
off, remaining 
lawn and ivy were 
removed by repeated 
rototilling and raking 
up debris. 
 
Soil Amendment: 
truckloads of 
composted manure 
rototilled into the soil. 
Compost helps plants 
by: 
• Increasing soil 

fertility 
• Increasing water 

holding capacity 
• Improving soil 

texture 



Front Yard Installation: Placing trees 

Plant Palette: 
Ca Natives and plants 
from other places 
around the world with 
a similar climate to 
ours: Mediterranean, 
South Africa, Australia 
and New Zealand. 
 
Location in the garden 
according to sun 
exposure and mature 
size. 
 
 



Front Yard Installation: Planting 

Plant Spacing:  
 
• Anticipate mature 

size so that plants 
aren’t too crowded 
and require lots of 
pruning.  
 

• Plants that mass 
together  at 
maturity decrease 
weeding and water 
loss through 
evaporation from 
bare soil. 



Front Yard Installation: Mountains of  
Mulch 

Benefits of Mulch: 
 
• Suppresses weeds. 

 
• Acts as sponge to 

hold water that can 
be transferred to 
soil. 
 

• Reduces evaporation 
of water from soil. 
 

• As it breaks down, it 
provides nitrogen to 
soil (and plants) and 
organic matter to 
improves soil 
structure. 
 

• It’s fun to play on! 



Back Yard Landscape Plan 



Back Yard Installation: Laying out the 
design 

Laying out areas with 
chalk paint helps you 
see how big the 
spaces are in real life. 



Back Yard Installation: paths and patio 

Fernando Fernandez, 
Stone Mason 



Back Yard Installation: soil prep 

Composted Manure 
ready to be rototilled 
into the soil. 



Back Yard Installation: Plants and 
Mulch 



Back Yard Installation: laundry to 
landscape greywater irrigation 

Laundry to Landscape 
greywater for fruit 
trees, Japanese 
Maples, Roses 



Back Yard Installation: In progress, 
storm water percolation basin. 

First hand opportunity 
to work on these 
today! 
 



Back Yard Installation: In progress, 
rainwater harvesting. 

First hand opportunity 
to work on these 
today! 
 



Enjoy yourself! This is fun and 
rewarding! 

Water Neutral Design 
Concepts Re-Cap: 
 
• Reduce lawn and 

impervious paving 
 

• Use pervious paving 
to allow water to 
soak. 
 

• Use drought 
tolerant, regionally 
appropriate plants. 
 

• Harvest rain water 
and grey water. 
 

• Keep storm water 
on-site. 
Disconnecting 
downspouts from 
storm drain system. 

 
 



Resources 
 
Nurseries: 
Far West Nursery 
www.farwestnursery.com 
2669 Mattison Lane, Santa Cruz, CA 95062 
Phone: (831) 476-8866 
 
UCSC Arboretum: Norrie’s Gift Shop http://arboretum.ucsc.edu/shop/ 
(831) 502-2999 
 
Garden Haven Nursery: 
3373 Allred Ln 
Soquel, CA 95073 
(831) 475-2021 
 
Native Revival Nursery 
www.nativerevival.com 
2600 Mar Vista Drive Aptos, CA 95003 
(831) 684-1811 
 
Cabrillo College Plant Sale: Horticulture Department in May 
 
Succulent Gardens 
http://sgplants.com/ 
2133 Elkhorn Road, Castroville, CA 95012 
(831) 632-0482 
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Resources 
 
 
Books on Plants: 
Sunset Western Garden Book 
Landscape Plants for Western Regions, Bob Perry 
Plants for Summer-Dry Climates of the San Francisco Bay Region, East Bay Municipal Utility 
District 
 
Internet Resources: 
Monterey Bay Friendly Landscaping: http://www.green-gardener.org/ 
Waterwonk plant finder http://waterwonk.us/ 
County of Santa Cruz GIS website (Parcel maps and photos of property) http://www.co.santa-
cruz.ca.us/default.aspx?tabid=93 
Google Earth (photos of property) 
Houzz (for inspiration) http://www.houzz.com/ 
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